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The Citrus County BOCC has continued to add to the amenities for the Withlacoochee 
State Bicycle Trail. Citrus County Public Works has completed design and has commenced 
construction on the Floral City Trailhead Parking Lot project. This project consists of creat-
ing 17 spaces of parking for the Withlacoochee State Trail next to the existing trailhead and 
restroom facility, with drainage and roadway improvements.  The project construction cost 
is estimated at $62,000 and is funded by Park impact fees and  Gas Tax.  
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Mission Statement 

Citrus County Govern-

ment will be a value-

driven organization dedi-

cated to responsive citi-

zen service by providing 

quality programs, ser-

vices and facilities to 

build a strong community 

and promote the best 

quality of life for our citi-

zens. 

BOCC Awards Certificate of Appreciation  

The Citrus County Board of Commissioners presented a Certificate of 
Appreciation to Mr. Mick Cole, Citrus County Outstanding Literacy 
Volunteer of 2016 at their regular meeting on Tuesday, July 26, in 
Inverness. The Outstanding Literacy Volunteer Award honors an 
adult or family literacy volunteer who has demonstrated exceptional 
service and commitment in either tutoring or program operations. 
This award may be given as recognition for a specific outstanding 
achievement, or for ongoing exceptional service. Congratulations 

Mick on your well-deserved recognition.  

Floral City Trailhead Parking Lot Project 

http://www.bocc.citrus.fl.us


 

Spill the Water Campaign 
 

To help teach kids about mosquitoes, the 
Florida Department of Health has launched 
Spill the Water!, a kid-friendly mosquito bite 
prevention campaign packed with infor-
mation and resources that encourages  
students to cover up and spill sources of 
standing water around their home. 

 
For more information visit: www.floridahealth.gov 

 

Davis Lake Project Improves Habitat, Water Circulation 
 

Davis Lake, part of the Tsala Apopka chain near Inverness in 
Citrus County, is the site of a project being conducted to im-
prove fish and wildlife habitat, as well as water circulation in the 
marsh. A contractor is removing 18 acres of heavy woody ma-
terial, mostly large willow trees, according to Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) biologist Ed Hayes. 
ñThey are also removing the organic ómuckô associated with the 
trees,ò Hayes said. The 
project is expected to 
take four months to 
complete. Material is 
being removed using a 
hydraulic excavator sit-
ting on a barge. The 
excavator places the 
material onto transport 
barges which move it 
across the lake to an 
offload site. There, an-
other excavator trans-
fers the material to dump trucks which carry it to an upland dis-
posal site. While the trees appear to be on solid ground, the 
entire area is actually floating.  These floating masses of vege-
tation are called tussocks.  ñThese tussocks typically form dur-
ing periods of extremely low water when the muck on the bot-

tom of the lake is ex-
posed,ò Hayes said. 
ñPlants will quickly 
sprout on this ex-
posed muck and form 
a solid mass.  When 
the water level rises, 
this mass of vegeta-
tion can break loose 
from the bottom and 
float to the surface.ò 
Over time, these tus-
socks can form large 

islands with very heavy vegetation, including trees that can be 
30 to 40 feet tall. ñTussocks do provide valuable habitat to a 
variety of fish/wildlife species and a certain amount can be con-
sidered beneficial. However, too many tussocks can actually 
negatively impact fish/wildlife by covering other beneficial habi-
tat types such as grassy marshes,ò Hayes said. Removing the 
tussocks will improve water circulation in the marsh and allow 
the grasses and water lilies to return. The improvements will 
provide valuable habitat for a variety of birds, fish, reptiles and 
amphibians.   
 
For additional information, please call Ed Hayes at: 
352-800-5023 or via e-mail at ed.hayes@myfwc.com.  

Floridians have named their favorite trails in the 

state, and two things became clear:  they know 

their favorites, and theyôre passionate about 

them.  
 

Withlacoochee State Trail Voted #1 
 

The 46-mile Withlacoochee State Trail is a must-do 

pure Florida experience for any trail enthusiast. Situ-

ated between Orlando and Tampa, it hosts a steady 

stream of visitors and locals on its paved path and 

adjacent equestrian trail. The Withlacoochee's length, 

popularity and proximity to numerous communities 

have given rise to five trailheads, information kiosks, 

colorful murals and convenient parks. Although the 

trail makes for a long journey, food and drink are nev-

er too far as you travel southbound through Citrus 

Springs, Inverness, Floral City, Istachatta and Trilby. 

 

www.facebook.com/
CitrusCountyBOCC 

As of August 1st  Citrus County BOCC  

Facebooks Page has 1,090  Fans! 

LIKE us! 

To view monthly calendar of events, please visit 

www.citrusbocc.com 

mailto:ed.hayes@myfwc.com
http://www.bocc.citrus.fl.us/calendar.htm

